
 82 Corporate Memory esa Annual Report 2003

As an intergovernmental organisation

conducting space R&D in the public interest,

ESA is endeavouring, through its records

management and archives initiative, to preserve

its knowledge and know-how for the benefit of

its Member States, and thereby to conserve the

fruits of their contributions to international

cooperation in space.

Records Management
Numerous actions have been taken in 2003

particularly to ensure the compliance of the

management and processing methods for

these resources with the International

Standards ISO 15489 – Records Management,

and ISAD(G) – Archival Description.

Historical Archives
ESA undertook in 1989 to create a collection of

its historical archives and concluded – for the

conservation of this collection and the

communication of the documents, expiring

within a 15-year period, to researchers who

request them – a ‘Contrat de dépôt’ with the

European University Institute (EUI, Florence,

Italy), which already housed the historical

archives of the European Communities and 

the OECD. Those of ESA and its predecessors

(COPERS, CETS, ESRO, ELDO, ESC) amount to

almost 30000 files. Some 825 files corre-

sponding to official documents from the 

year 1998 were added and archived at the EUI

in 2003. An impressive photographic collection

was also deposited in December. The index file

for the documents is accessible online

(EURhistAR, at http://www.iue.it/ECArchives).

Some 1270 files, representing 24% of the total

ESA archive, were consulted at the EUI in 2003,

for research work on such topics as the

participation of Belgium and Italy in the

European space programme, or European

policy in the field of advanced technologies.

Many space-law students have also consulted

ESA’s archives, and those of its predecessors, to

bring their research to a successful conclusion,

which has already resulted in the publication of

numerous articles in specialised journals or

collective works.

Technical Archives
The European Centre for Space Records (ECSR)

established at ESA/ESRIN in 2002 ensures the

preservation of valuable files and documents

concerning the execution and management of

ESA projects. In 2003, almost all original

contracts and study reports submitted by

Industry once the study or the work is

completed have been gathered at ECSR; they

are regularly consulted which permits the

sharing of the know-how thus acquired. The

archives associated with Patents issued to ESA

staff members have also been transferred. The

technical documentation for the Hermes, Diana,

and Envisat projects has been sorted and has

also joined the existing ECSR collection (Silex,

ERS-1 & 2, MOP, Soho, etc.).
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