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‘Life in Space 2004’: 
course for students
Thirty-five European Life Sciences students
will get the opportunity to follow a two-week
course in the Arago Laboratory in Banyuls,
France, from 6 to 17 September this year.

With the building of the International Space
Station and the development of planetary
missions (in particular to Mars) new opportu-
nities arise in the field of life sciences. These
challenges also rely on cooperation at
European and worldwide levels and an ade-
quate education of life science specialists in
the space environment.

This is already the third time that ESA sup-
ports the ‘Life in Space’ programme. The
ERASMUS-supported course is carried out in
collaboration with five European universities,
namely University Pierre et Marie Curie Paris
VI, France; University of Bonn, Germany;
University of Sassari, Italy; University of
Nottingham, UK and Autonomous University
of Madrid, Spain. As the major non-academic
partner, ESA will contribute expertise by
organising three lectures by ESA experts and

a meeting with an ESA astronaut during an 
e-learning session.

Students attend lectures
on different aspects of
microgravity and its
influence on the body.
During the two weeks,
they also create their
own life-science experi-
ments, practicing not
only real science but also
work in a team.

Erratum: The article in EDUnews 5, page 4, Life science students learn about "Life in Space" was not written by the coordinator Marie Diop but by the following students:
André Blondiau and Bernhard Wulffen, University of Bonn, Germany; Clémence Chatreau, University Pierre et Marie Curie Paris VI, France; Carmen García Roch and Maite
Laredo Varala, Autonomous University of Madrid, Spain; Hayder Guler, University of Nottingham, United Kingdom.
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International Science Fiction and Essay Writing Contest

“Space in our lives”. The winners are
Charlotte Monteil from France (1st prize),
Benedict Alois Martin from Austria (2nd
prize) and Tor Gaute Syrstad from Norway
(3rd prize). The special prize for developing
countries was awarded to Paul Sherwin
Tarnate from the Philippines.

As there was such an overwhelming response
from the younger age group, the organisers
decided that next year’s competitions will be
oriented towards the age 11 to 13 years and
14 to 16 years. It will be an International
Essay Competition with the title “From Earth
to Planet X in an adjacent Solar System”.
Details will be available on the EURISY
website in September 2004.

EURISY, UNESCO, ESA and the Norwegian
Space Centre have had a lot of response to
their two competitions they organised for
secondary school pupils worldwide.

The first contest was an International Science
Fiction Writing Contest for 16 to 19-year-olds
on the theme “Outer Space”. The two winners
are Marc Metziger from France with “Beyond”
and Dewi Harjanto from the United States
with “Natural Beef”. They win a visit to the
Space Camp in Norway. The special prize for
developing countries was awarded to Christina
Imera Bendeliani from Georgia with “Dream”.

For 11 to 15-year-olds there was an
International Essay Contest with the theme
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