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	10:00:10
	(GVs Alexander Gerst with crewmates at Star City, nr. Moscow, Russia, 2014) 

		The European Space Agency's upcoming mission to the International Space Station will see new astronaut Alexander Gerst from Germany travel to orbit inside a Russian Soyuz capsule.

		
		(GVs Maksim Surayev and crewmates training at Star City, nr. Moscow, Russia, 2013; Blue Dot crew conference, Star City, 2014; Gregory Reid suiting up at Star City, 2013)

		He'll be launched alongside two crewmates.

		Commander Maksim Surayev, a major in the Russian Air Force, has already spent 169 days in space and completed a six-hour spacewalk. NASA's Gregory Reid Wiseman has a background as a naval aviator and test pilot. Like Alexander Gerst, he'll be making his first spaceflight.

		
		(GVs Alexander Gerst training with JAXA, Tsukuba, Japan, February 2014; GVs Alexander Gerst  ATV training at EAC, Cologne, Germany)

		During the mission the European astronaut will be acting as mission specialist. He'll be called upon to perform a wide range of maintenance and operational tasks onboard the ISS. This will include overseeing the docking of ESA's fifth Automated Transfer Vehicle when it arrives in summer.

		
	10:01:12
	Soundbite – Alexander Gerst, ESA Astronaut:

		(Underlay GVs Alexander Gerst Soyuz training with Roscosmos, Star City, nr. Moscow, Russia, 2013)

		“As an astronaut who flies to the ISS, you actually have to be a jack of all trades in a way. We have to be able to work in a spacesuit, we have to be able to repair and maintain the space station, we have to operate the Soyuz spacecraft, actually fly to space with it and dock, park, on the International Space Station.”

		
		(GVs Alexander Gerst training at EAC, Cologne, Germany;  GVs Alexander Gerst training with JAXA, Tsukuba, Japan, February 2014)

	10:01:33
	But Alexander Gerst's main job is to make use of this vast laboratory in space. Under the control of scientific investigation teams across the globe, he'll be performing an array of experiments designed to have far-reaching applications back on Earth. These include studies in plasma physics, robotics and metallurgy, as well as educational activities.

		
	10:01:56
	Soundbite – Alexander Gerst, ESA Astronaut:

		(underlay GVs Alexander Gerst training with JAXA, Tsukuba, Japan, February 2014)

		“Something that I'm looking forward to most is of course working, for example, in the European Columbus laboratory and doing science experiments, we have a package of more than 100 with us that I'm trained for and I'm really looking forward to actually perform science with my own hands again.”

		“As a crew member of the International Space Station I'm not only working for ESA but I'm actually a crew member of the US-operated segment, which means I will do experiments for the US side, for ESA of course, but also for the International Partners like Japan or Canada.”  

		
		(Animation: Blue Dot mission logo; Voyager image of the Earth [NASA])

	10:02:34
	This 166 day mission has been named 'Blue Dot' by ESA. It's a name which refers to an image of our Earth taken by the Voyager spacecraft from six billion kilometres away.

		
	10:02:46
	Soundbite – Alexander Gerst, ESA Astronaut:

		(underlay the ISS in orbit; view of Earth from the ISS)

		“We have with the Space Station a first step out, back from our own home planet, to a place – a unique place – where we can actually look back on Earth, and look at our blue planet and see how fragile it is. And this is where the Blue Dot mission comes in, this is one of the most important things that I think I can bring back from that mission, that I think it's my duty to catch this perspective of our home planet from the outside – it's a little blue dot that travels through the universe.”

		
		(Luca Parmitano in orbit, 2013; GVs Alexander Gerst training with JAXA, Tsukuba, Japan, February 2014; the ISS in orbit)

	10:03:20
	Like Luca Parmitano before him, Alexander Gerst is one of a new generation of astronauts tasked with honouring ESA's commitment to the ISS project until 2020 – maximising the station's potential to improve life on Earth.

		
		
		
	10:03:39
	                                   End of A-roll

		
		B roll

		
	10:03:39
	Soundbites: Alexander Gerst, ESA astronaut [English]

		
	10:07:04
	Soundbites: Alexander Gerst, ESA astronaut [German]

		
	10:12:03
	GVs Alexander Gerst, Maksim Surayev and Gregory Reid Wiseman at Star City, near Moscow, Russia

		
	10:13:08
	GVs Alexander Gerst training for the Blue Dot mission

		
	10:16:34
	GVs Luca Parmitano onboard the ISS, June – October 2013

		
	10:17:19
	Blue Dot mission logo animation

		
	10:17:39
	                                        End of B roll
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	ENDS

		
		
		
		
		

	

	


