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	10:00:10
	(Ext GVs JAXA, Tsukuba, Japan)

		Tsukuba, Japan... Europe's newest astronaut receives some last-minute training on experiments he'll soon be performing in orbit.

		
		(GVs Alexander Gerst training with JAXA, Tsukuba, Japan, February 2014)

		With a doctorate in natural sciences, Alexander Gerst is well-versed in the intricacies of laboratory research. But since being chosen for ESA's astronaut corps back in 2009, he's been presented with a whole new set of challenges – and an opportunity that he never thought possible.

		
	10:00:56
	Soundbite – Alexander Gerst, ESA Astronaut:

		(underlay GVs Alexander Gerst training with JAXA, Tsukuba, Japan, February 2014)

		“As a scientist I knew the statistics meaning, OK, if I try to become an astronaut it probably won't work out. So for me applying with ESA to become an astronaut was not as much a thing of me believing that I would become an astronaut but more trying to give my dream a chance. And actually it was me who was most surprised of all when it worked out in the end, when I realised wow, I'm really going to become an astronaut.”

		
	10:01:23
	(GVs Alexander Gerst  ATV training at EAC, Cologne, Germany; GVs Alexander Gerst training at Johnson Space Centre, Houston, Texas, USA, 2012)

		In preparation for his mission to the International Space Station, Alexander has dedicated his life to a relentless training programme. Based at the European Astronaut Centre in Cologne, he's worked with the station's partners in  Canada, Japan, the United States and Russia.

		
	10:01:33
	Soundbite – Alexander Gerst, ESA Astronaut: 

		(underlay GVs Alexander Gerst training with NASA, Johnson Space Centre, Houston, USA, 2012)

		“Of course spaceflight training is not easy – I think that's clear. I mean, for three and a half years you have to travel almost every three weeks, you fly over the Atlantic, you're in different training locations, you spend about five per cent of your time at home, and if so maybe just a weekend here or there, so it's a challenge.”

		
		(GVs Alexander Gerst neutral buoyancy training with NASA, Johnson Space Centre, Houston, USA, 2012; GVs Alexander Gerst training on Kibo module simulator with JAXA, Tsukuba, Japan, February 2014)

	10:02:02
	Spending six months in orbit requires a highly complex set of new skills. The various space agencies have simulators which allow astronauts to familiarise themselves with a wide range of specialist hardware and procedures. Having spent many hours training in these mock-ups, Alexander is now fully equipped for day-to-day life onboard the ISS.

		
	10:02:28
	Soundbite – Alexander Gerst, ESA Astronaut:

		(Underlay GVs Alexander Gerst emergency training with Roscosmos, Star City, nr. Moscow, Russia, 2013)

		“We're training in Japan on the systems that Japan supplied to the space station,in Russia we're training on the Russian segment of the International Space Station, in the US we train for the US side and at ESA we train for Columbus and ATV  which are the modules that ESA supplied to the space station.”   

		
		(GVs Alexander Gerst training with JAXA, Tsukuba, Japan, February 2014; GVs Alexander Gerst training with Roscosmos, Star City, nr. Moscow, Russia, 2013)

	10:02:49
	When Alexander Gerst arrives at the space station he'll be bringing along almost two decades of experience as a scientist – which, together with his training as an astronaut, will ensure Europe's continuing contribution to the first international outpost in space. 

		
		
	10:03:10
	                                   End of A-roll

		
	10:03:10
	B roll

		
	10:03:10
	Soundbites: Alexander Gerst, ESA astronaut [English]

		
	10:06:19
	Soundbites: Alexander Gerst, ESA astronaut [German]

		
	10:10:19
	GVs Alexander Gerst training with JAXA, Tsukuba, Japan, February 2014

	10:13:28
	GVs Alexander Gerst training at ESOC [European Space Operations Centre], Darmsdadt, Germany

		
	10:14:50
	GVs Alexander Gerst training with Roscosmos, Star City, near Moscow

		
	10:17:13
	GVs Alexander Gerst training with NASA, Johnson Space Centre, Houston, Texas

		
		
	10:18:58
	                                        End of B roll

		
		
	10:19:16
	ENDS


	

	


