Europe’s spaceport: back to business (FINAL)
Workers are returning to Europe’s Spaceport at Kourou in French Guiana to resume preparations for Vega and Ariane 5 launches. Construction of the new Ariane 6 launchpad has also restarted in preparation for the launcher’s maiden flight.

COVID-19 lockdown measures introduced in March meant that all but safety-critical operations were suspended at the spaceport and the vast site had to be secured. Strict new safety and hygiene procedures have now been introduced. Launch teams returning from mainland Europe will spend two weeks in quarantine.

Vega is due to return to flight this summer with a record 42 satellites on board. 

A-roll contains a new interview with ESA’s Director of Space Transportation, Daniel Neuenschwander, March 2020 drone video of the Ariane 6 launchpad, recently shot phone footage of COVID-19 safety measures and a rare tour beneath the new Ariane 6 launch facilities.

B-roll also contains further smartphone footage of the spaceport and additional drone and helicopter footage of the Kourou facilities.  
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	10:00:10

Helicopter shots of French Guiana

[shot late 2019]

10:00:18

Ariane 5 launch

Vega launch shots
https://www.esa.int/esatv/Videos/2016/11/Ministerial_2016_Launchers/Vega_launch_IXV_Feb_11_2015
10:00:32

Drone ground shots of Ariane 6 launch complex [from March 2020]


	2020 was shaping up to be a busy year for Europe’s Spaceport in French Guiana [GEE – AR – NER]

[upsound of launch]

Five Ariane 5 launches were planned,

Preparations were well underway for a Vega launch

And work was nearing completion on the new Ariane 6 launch site.

But then COVID-19 struck. With lockdown measures imposed in mid-March, operations halted…the vast site had to be secured and the launchers made safe.




	10:00:44

Daniel NEUENSCHWANDER, ESA Director Space Transportation

	We were just in a launch campaign of the next Vega flight, VV16. And we had to first to secure the launcher, especially the upper stage. The last stage of Vega had to be flushed. On the other side, we had also to take care of the payloads. We have 42 CubeSats and microsats on this launch campaign and they have to be brought back in the payload facility buildings. 


	10:01:13

Tony starting car

Driving through Spaceport


	[Upsound: Let’s go]

Now, with only a few personnel on site and a backlog of launches, the challenge is to – safely – resume operations…



	10:01:24

Tony DOS SANTOS, Technical Manager , ESA


	The next step is for us to organise the comeback of the European workers who left French Guiana just before the lockdown. 

	10:01:35

Atlantis hotel shot
	When they arrive, they’ll spend 14 days quarantined in this hotel. 



	10:01:40

[Cafeteria]

Start on sign and show tables in cafeteria


	And as this phone footage shows, workers have to follow strict safety and social distancing rules.



	10:01:48

Tony putting on mask


	And last, but not least, this is new, the mask…okay, I’m ready.

	10:02:00

Underground

Pipe cutaways
	[Upsound ‘ciao’]

In tunnels beneath the new Ariane 6 launch complex, work is resuming fitting out the control and fire suppression systems.

These pipes will carry tens of thousands of litres of water a second to combat the extreme heat of launch.




	10:02:19

Drone footage of Ariane 6 launch site and assembly building
	Above ground, as this video shot just before lockdown illustrates, the assembly building and launchpad are nearing completion. It’s not yet clear what impact COVID-19 will have on the launch schedule but, in the meantime, the existing launchers have plenty of work.



	10:02:34

Daniel Neuenschwander, Director Space Transportation, ESA

	Right now, we are putting priority one on the return to flight of Vega and the launch campaign is running. We expect to launch mid-June. This should then be followed by a second flight of Vega, let's say around the second half of August and the third flight by the end of the year.


	10:02:55

Drone or helicopter wide shots
	With two more Ariane flights also planned, Europe’s spaceport is slowly getting back to business.




B-roll
10:03:04
Daniel Neuenschwander, Director Space Transportation, ESA
Shot on a smartphone in his ESA Paris office 21 May 2020. The A-roll material has been tightened; this is the raw footage with an additional soundbite.

We were just in a launch campaign of the next Vega flight, VV16. And we had to first to secure the launcher, especially the upper stage. The last stage of Vega had to be flushed. On the other side, we had also to take care of the payloads. We have 42 CubeSats and microsats on this launch campaign and they have to be brought back in the payload facility buildings. 
Right now, we are putting priority one on the return to flight of Vega and the launch campaign is running. We expect to launch mid-June. This should then be followed by a second flight of Vega, let's say around the second half of August and the third flight by the end of the year.
At the moment, we speak together Europe's space port is waking up. Since one week, activities are restarting. Also, with people coming from Europe for the mission linked to the next Vega flight, we have brought to French Guiana a full flight, charter flight with people as they are right now in quarantine. But once they have fulfilled the obligations from a sanitary point of view, they will restart the launch campaign. And we aim at the launch mid of June.
10:04:48

Helicopter footage of the European Spaceport 
Shot by ESA towards the end of 2019 - a selection of footage

10:08:03

Ariane 6 complex drone shots
Shot March 2020 just before lockdown and showing the current state of construction 

10:10:10

European Spaceport phone footage
Shot by Tony dos Santos, Technical Manager, ESA, late May 2020

Introduction to camera and setting off in the car ‘let’s go’ 
Tony dos Santos, ESA Technical Manager
The next step is for us to organise the comeback of the European workers who left French Guiana just before the lockdown.

Local teams have started to think about how to resume activities while ensuring safety for the workers. ESA responsible for the Ariane 6 development programme, supported this process of gradual starting of activities on the Ariane 6 construction site while ensuring new measures in order to protect workers on site.
Atlantis hotel exterior

Driving through the spaceport

Entering the Ariane 6 complex

Cafeteria at the Ariane 6 construction site

Tony putting on PPE clothing

Underground beneath the launcher complex

10:17:39

[ends]
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