International Space Station welcomes the Johannes Kepler

Tape start: 10:00:00

A-Roll start: 10:00:10

At first it was but a small dot in the distance. “Tally ho!” exclaimed ESA’s Paolo Nespoli. “It is like a star, but following us and getting bigger.” 

10:00:25

On the screens in the control centre, the white vessel with its Star Wars fighter like X-wings against the backdrop of clouds below, drew closer for the final approach.

10:00:38

The Johannes Kepler had circled the Earth 130 times since leaving Kourou, gradually adjusting its orbit to reach the ISS. Navigation beacons flashing in the dark, it advanced at a snail’s pace, a few centimetres per second as the two spacecraft orbited at 28,000km/hour.

10:01:00

Nico Dettmann, Head of ATV Programme Production, ESA

“It was amazing because when you saw when the Sun was shining from the bottom and basically it was glowing up, like when you put on a candle. It was an amazing picture, I was deeply impressed and there were some engineers around me who stopped breathing.”
10:01:16

There was immense satisfaction for those watching in Toulouse, even more for the astronauts aboard the station. Twenty-four hours after the docking, Paolo Nespoli was unlocking the access hatch and after multiple safety checks the crew was discovering the vessel.

10:01:34

[Video Cady Coleman ‘float through’ Zvezda to ATV with her commentary]

10:01:42

It will take several weeks for the astronauts to unload the 1600 kg of cargo, crew equipment, spare parts for the station, science experiments, computers… and food!”

10:01:53

[Video Cady Coleman and colleagues saying…]

“Where’s the pizza… and the soup?”

10:02:00

Paolo Nespoli and Alesander Kaleri have now fitted out the ATV for its 4-month stay. Their schedule was tight as the station also prepared for the arrival of Discovery.

10:02:12

[View thro’ ISS window & NASA commentator speaks of first boost] 

10:02:16

But before the shuttle docked, the Johannes Kepler fired its engines to raise the station’s altitude by nearly two km. The first of several such manoeuvres.

10:02:27

Charlotte Beskow, Deputy ATV2 mission manager

“The ISS is there to do experiments in microgravity so the ATV is used to lift the ISS to a suitable high altitude so that it can then descend gradually without using its engines, because the minute you use its engines you destroy the microgravity environment.”
10:02:44

With the arrival of the ATV and Discovery bringing the Italian-made Leonardo Permanent Multipurpose Module, the International Space Station has, within the space of a few days, become even more European.

10:03:00

Yet after this second successful docking of an ATV, the future exploitation of the ISS after the Shuttle’s retirement, still prompts many questions. And so the European Space Agency is advocating the adoption of a common transport policy.

10:03:18

Jean-Jacques Dordain, ESA Director-General

“There is only one system to transport astronauts today, there is a lot of different systems to bring cargo in orbit but no one to bring back cargo, and I think that based on the lessons learned let’s try to sit around the table and see who can bring what to a common transportation policy.” 

10:03:43

With its most sophisticated rendezvous technologies, its multirole and superior cargo capacities, there is no doubt that the Advanced Transfer Vehicle and eventual derivatives could well be a key element in this common approach.

10:04:03

Credits end A-Roll

B-Roll

Interviews

Nico Dettman, ATV Programme Production, ESA

10:04:18 - Reaction joy after docking (English)

10:04:37 – ditto (German)

10:05:03 - Important role of ATV during ISS stay (English)

10:05:22 - ditto (German)

Jean-Jacques Dordain, ESA Director General

10:05:47 – Immense satisfaction after docking (English)

10:06:15 - Towards a common transportation policy (English)

10:06:59 - Europe’s unique abilities and common transportation policy (French)

Charlotte Beskow, ATV-2 Deputy Mission Manger, ESA

10:07:52 - Seeing the ATV meant a lot to us (English)

10:08:24 – Initial reaction after docking (Swedish)

10:09:01 - The importance for science of the ATV reboosts (English)

Patrice Benarroche, ATV-2 lead Flight Director, CNES

10:09:23 - Docking time constraints and less pressure during next months (French)

Video shots

10:09:57 - Rendezvous and docking general views at Toulouse Control Centre

10:12:39 – ISS astronauts discover the ATV-2

10:14:44

End of B-Roll and tape
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