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TEXT
In the 21st century, space technologies have become an essential part of everyday life. From weather forecasting to global communications and broadcasting, air traffic management and many other essential activities today would be almost unthinkable without satellite technology.
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This is why European countries have been pooling resources for over 40 years, putting Europe at the forefront of space science, technology and applications thanks to ESA, the European Space Agency. The Organisation of Economic Cooperation and Development -the OECD- has long recognised space as a potential source of economic growth, social wellbeing and sustainable development.
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SOT Pierre-Alain Schieb, Head of Future Projects, OECD (FR)

"The OECD has been interested in the space sector since 2000/2003 because we realised that it was an invaluable means of addressing the challenges of the 21st century. We're talking about the environment, food security, education systems, tele-medecine, we talkng about a range of issues touching almost all public policy."
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TEXT

While most economic sectors are to a certain extent affected by the crisis, the number of public and private actors involved in space activities continues to increase.. fostering competitiveness and economic growth. One example is GMV, in Spain. In a country where one in two young adults is currently unemployed, it is striking to see so much young talent per square meter.. 
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SOT Luis Mollinedo, Space Robotics Engineer, GMV (ES)

"I am drawing up plans for a new motor for the driving system for the rover. It will control the direction of the rover on Earth and, in the future, on the Moon.

I studied engineering and I wanted to work on different applications from the ones offered by the market. I came to the space sector and I am extremely pleased because our daily work is innovating and developing new applications."
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TEXT

Endless applications derived directly from space technlogy to solve daily life problems on Earth, such as how to optmise radiotherapy for cancer patients.
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SOT Carlos Illana, Radiance Product Manager, GMV (ES)

 "Radiance is a software package that helps specialists define very precise data for radiotherapy treatment of the risky zone, of the tumour zone."
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TEXT

Thanks to Radiance, women with breast cancer may be able to replace the traditional 6 to 8 weeks of radiotherapy for one single radiotherapy session just after surgery.
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In Bremen, another company in the space business is expanding fast.. Founded in the 80s with just 50 employees, OHB employs today over 2.300 qualified professionals working, amongst other projects, in the construction of 22 of the 30 Galileo satellites. 
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With Galileo, the use of satellite technology in navigation and communications has given rise to a whole new stream of applications which in turn are creating new downstream uses and markets.
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SOT Pierre-Alain Schieb, Head of Future Projects, OECD (FR)

 "We were probably the first to demonstrate that beyond the notion of technology, it was an economic sector, it is a real industry and when we define the economy of a sector as a disruptive technology that means that you have an industry or a new sector which affects production systems, consumption patterns and lifestyles".
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TEXT

In fact, society has always profited from disruptive technologies, from the printing press to the telephone, the automobile or the world wide web.. technological developments that would forever change our lives, like satellites and space technology in the 21st century.
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End of A-roll and begining of B-roll

Pierre-Alain Schieb, Head of Future Projects, OECD (FR)

The OECD's interest in space

"The OECD has been interested in the space sector since 2000/2003 because we realised that it was an invaluable means of addressing the challenges of the 21st century. We're talking about the environment, food security, education systems, tele-medecine, we talkng about a range of issues touching almost all public policy."
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Pierre-Alain Schieb, Head of Future Projects, OECD (FR)

Space as economic sector

 "We were probably the first to demonstrate that beyond the notion of technology, it was an economic sector, it is a real industry and when we define the economy of a sector as a disruptive technology that means that you have an industry or a new sector which affects production systems, consumption patterns and lifestyles. So this is a disruptive technology just like electricity or rail transport were in the past." 
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Luis Mollinedo, Space Robotics Engineer, GMV (ES)

Working at GMV

"I am drawing up plans for a new motor for the driving system for the rover. It will control the direction of the rover on Earth and, in the future, on the Moon.”

Closer shot:  “I studied engineering and I wanted to work on different applications from the ones offered by the market. I came to the space sector and I am extremely pleased because our daily work is innovating and developing new applications."
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SOT Carlos Illana, Radiance Product Manager, GMV (ES)

Radiance

 "Radiance is a software package that helps specialists define very precise data for radiotherapy treatment of the risky zone, of the tumour zone."
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Views of GMV, Spain

(26 shots)
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Views of OHB, Bremen, Germany

(10 shots)
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