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[TITLE] Andrea ACCOMAZZO, Rosetta Flight Director, ESA (English)

“In these flight segments where Rosetta flies next to the comet, Rosetta will be flying at the speed of roughly speaking 1 metre per second, so it’s is a walking speed, and will fly a distance which is 8km from the centre of the nucleus so roughly speaking 6 kms from the surface of the comet.”

“What we will be doing is alternating far flybys, so maybe 50 kms or so with relatively low speed, with close flybys with higher speed and with these different flight conditions we will hope to be able to explore completely the environment of the comet.” 

“Having Philae reactivate is not so likely but it’s not impossible. Philae was designed to hibernate. It was designed to switch off and to be able to reactivate itself. Of course we expected this to be a duration of a few days or a few weeks not a few months. We will see. Maybe we are lucky and the units have survived these months and we reactivate in June, July.”

[TITLE] Andrea ACCOMAZZO, Rosetta Flight Director, ESA (Italian)

A description of what Rosetta will do in the closest approach flyby.

If Rosetta will be searching for Philae during the close flyby.

What Rosetta can obtain from this close flyby that hasn’t already been achieved.

[TITLE] Matt TAYLOR, Rosetta Project Scientist, ESA (English)

“There are a number of organics on the surface. We’re seeing those organics out in the coma, the outer atmosphere as well, but now the process is to define exactly what they are. Certainly we’re hoping to get some nice results from the lander as well to get what organics. We know that there are some signatures of organics there but specifiying exactly what they are is the challenge in the next few months.”

“We’re looking at where the gas and the dust start to accelerate from the surface and how that beginning of the coma, that birth of the coma works. So how the coma develops as it does to higher altitudes. This region has only been theoretically constrained or modelled. These will be the first measurements we make in this area, or this region, and that’s a really big important target for us.”

“The science has started now. We have the first results that give us the first  comprehension of what we think the comet is, where it started from. Now for the rest of the year we’ll watch how the comet evolves. We’ll unlock how the comet works.”

[TITLE] Planetary Missions Control Room, ESOC, ESA 

GVs inside the Planetary Missions Control Room at ESA’s European Space Operations Centre (ESOC) at Darmstadt in Germany where the Rosetta flyby manoeuvres are controlled. Includes set up shots of Andrea Accomazzo.

[TITLE] Animation Rosetta flybys

Animation showing how Rosetta stopped orbiting the comet in early February and is now doing a series of flybys.

[TITLE] Philae descent sequence

A series of Philae lander descent images taken in November 2014 by the Rosetta orbiter.

[TITLE] Comet 67P images

High resolution images of comet 67P/Churyumov-Gerasemenko.

A coloured image from the ROSINA instrument showing the composition of the coma.

Close up of comet with red circular outline showing Philae search area.


