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Text intro: In 2018, ESA Astronaut Alexander Gerst from Germany will be travelling to the International Space Station for the second time. During this long-duration spaceflight - which is called the Horizons mission - he’ll have the role of ISS commander. He’s currently in training at NASA’s Johnson Space Centre in Houston, Texas.
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	10:00:00
	Opening titles
	

	10:00:10
	GVs Alexander Gerst training at Johnson Space Centre, Houston, Texas, USA, April 2017 
	ESA astronaut Alexander Gerst will soon be back onboard the International Space Station for his second stay in orbit.

As with all ISS missions, the preparation includes spending time at NASA’s Johnson Space Centre – where, despite his spaceflight experience, Alex needs to undergo a comprehensive training programme for the upcoming mission.

	10:00:34
	Soundbite: Alexander Gerst, ESA Astronaut

[Underlay drone shot ISS mockup]

Johnson Space Centre, Houston, Texas, USA, April 2017


	“You can see the training facilities right behind me and you can see why it’s so interesting, this is like a full-on mock-up of the Space Station so this is really the closest you can get on this planet to how the space station feels and looks like, and I’ve of course missed it a little bit after my last mission, I returned in 2014, that’s three years ago, so it feels great to be back in that working mode.”  

	10:00:59
	GVs Alexander Gerst onboard the ISS during the Blue Dot mission, May - November 2014;

GVs Alexander Gerst training at Johnson Space Centre, Houston, Texas, USA, April 2017 


	Science experiments form a large part of the workload for all ESA astronauts onboard the ISS.

Although Alexander’s schedule has yet to be finalised, he’ll certainly be continuing some of the research he started in orbit back in 2014.

On top of this he’ll be fulfilling a new role  - that of ISS commander, a job which requires a high level of responsibility for the station and its crew.

	10:01:27
	Soundbite: Alexander Gerst, ESA Astronaut

[underlay GVs Alexander Gerst training]

Johnson Space Centre, Houston, Texas, USA, April 2017 
	“I’m very humbled by the trust that people have in me to actually command this fantastic space station, but of course it comes with a big responsibility also already in training, so that means right now I’m not only responsible for my own training, like on my last mission I had to make sure that I’m trained and I can do everything that people need for me in orbit, and now I have a crew to take care of.” 

	10:01:56
	GVs Alexander Gerst onboard the ISS during the Blue Dot mission, May - November 2014;

GVs Alexander Gerst training at Johnson Space Centre, Houston, Texas, USA, April 2017 
	Alexander’s last mission was known as Blue Dot, a name which referred to Earth’s presence in the vastness of space. 

His upcoming spaceflight will be called Horizons – a nod towards future manned spaceflight ambitions.

	10:02:11
	Soundbite: Alexander Gerst, ESA Astronaut

Johnson Space Centre, Houston, Texas, USA, April 2017 

[underlay GVs Alexander Gerst onboard the ISS during the Blue Dot mission, May - November 2014 and timelapse view of Earth from space]
	“On the new mission we decided to take a step further, to even view with a bigger perspective, to acknowledge that it’s not only about our little blue planet Earth but that there’s much more out there in the universe. And as the early explorers who sailed beyond the horizon, towards the horizon and even further, we named our new mission the Horizons mission.” 

	10:02:36
	GVs Alexander Gerst training at Johnson Space Centre, Houston, Texas, USA, April 2017;

The ISS in orbit
	Whilst living and working in orbit has never been routine, for ESA astronauts such as Alexander Gerst there’s now an added focus - on paving the way for future explorations, which will take us deeper than ever into our solar system.

	10:02:53
	A-Roll ends
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	10:02:53
	Alexander Gerst, ESA Astronaut, English soundbites, Johnson Space Centre, Houston, Texas, USA, May 2017

	10:04:50
	Alexander Gerst, ESA Astronaut, German soundbites, Johnson Space Centre, Houston, Texas, USA, May 2017

	10:09:05
	GVs Alexander Gerst training in ISS simulator modules, Johnson Space Centre, Houston, Texas, USA, May 2017

	10:10:45
	GVs Alexander Gerst training on Window Observational Research Facility, Johnson Space Centre, Houston, Texas, USA, May 2017

	10:11:52
	GVs Alexander Gerst training on EVA hardware, Johnson Space Centre, Houston, Texas, USA, May 2017

	10:13:47
	GVs Alexander Gerst medical training at Johnson Space Centre, Houston, Texas, USA, May 2017

	10:14:50
	End titles

	10:14:55
	B roll ends


