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Text intro: The Horizons mission will begin in June 2018, when ESA’s Alexander Gerst is launched from Baikonur in Kazakhstan inside a Soyuz vehicle. During his long-duration stay onboard the ISS, which will last approximately six months, Alexander will carry out a wide-ranging programme of scientific research in orbit. During the mission he’ll also become Space Station Commander – the second member of ESA’s Astronaut Corps to be chosen for this role.


	Timecode


	Footage


	Voiceover



	10:00:00
	Opening titles
	

	10:00:10
	GVs Expedition 56/57 pre-flight preparations, Star City, near Moscow, Russia, May 2018
	Alexander Gerst will shortly be joining the crew onboard the International Space Station.

He’ll be leaving Earth with NASA’s Serena Auñón-Chancellor and Russian cosmonaut Sergei Prokopyev.

	10:00:25
	Animation: Horizons mission patch
	The mission – which ESA has named Horizons – is set to break new ground in scientific and technological research, as well as paving the way for future missions beyond low-earth orbit.

	10:00:36
	GVs Soyuz attached to the ISS;

GVs Alexander Gerst  onboard the ISS, 2013 - 2014; 

GVs Soyuz descent and landing
	Alexander will travel to the ISS in a Russian Soyuz vehicle.

He’ll spend approximately six months onboard the station – roughly the same duration as his first mission back in 2014.

After this, a Soyuz will bring him back home - descending from 400km above Earth to the Kazakhstan Steppes in less than 4 hours.

	10:00:59
	GVs Expedition 56/57 pre-flight preparations, Star City, near Moscow, Russia, May 2018
	The Horizons mission brings with it new responsibilities for the German astronaut. He’ll be acting as Soyuz co-pilot - which has taken almost a year of training to prepare for.

	10:01:12
	GVs Alexander Gerst training at Johnson Space Centre, Houston, Texas, ESA, March 2018
	But most significant for both Alexander and ESA will be the role he’ll play onboard the ISS - that of Space Station Commander. Until now, only one other European, Frank de Winne, has been given this privilege.

He’ll be in charge of maintaining morale, overseeing operations - and ensuring safety in orbit.

	10:01:34
	Soundbite: Alexander Gerst, EAC, Cologne, Germany, March 2018

[Underlay: GVs Alexander Gerst training at Star City, near Moscow, Russia, January 2017 [Credit: ZDF]


	“In an emergency as the Commander you really have to give direct orders, you’re carrying the responsibility for the International Space Station if there is a fire, if there is a depressurisation. It’s really important for the Commander to keep the situational awareness, the overview of what’s happening on the vehicle and then react quickly - if there’s no communication with the ground we need to save ourselves.”       

	10:01:56
	GVs Alexander Gerst carries out experiments onboard the ISS, 2013 - 2014
	As before, much of Alexander’s time onboard the station will be spent carrying out science and technology experiments.

Inside Columbus - Europe’s only lab dedicated to long-term weightless research - he’ll work through a wide-ranging schedule of studies designed to improve life both on Earth and during future space missions.

	10:02:18
	GVs Alexander Gerst training at Johnson Space Centre, Houston, Texas, ESA, March 2018 [credit: Gruppe 5];

GVs Alexander Gerst training at EAC, Cologne, Germany, March 2017
	Some of Alexander’s work will investigate the effects of different environments on human physiology and reactions - such as this European study into time perception.

During training he’s learnt how to use a lot of new hardware - as the technology available onboard the ISS is constantly improving.

	10:02:40
	Soundbite: Alexander Gerst, EAC, Cologne, Germany, March 2018

[underlay: GVs Alexander Gerst carries out experiments onboard the ISS, 2013-2014]


	“Every expedition we have roughly 2-300 varying experiments, so there’s hardware coming up, going down, all the time being installed, so I’m sure when I come back to the space station many of those experiments have completely changed – but I guess in overall it’s going to be very familiar to come back to that amazing space station.” 

	10:03:03
	The ISS in orbit;

GVs Alexander Gerst onboard the ISS, 2013-2014;

GVs Expedition 56/57 pre-flight preparations, Star City, near Moscow, Russia, May 2018
	During the 18 years it has been inhabited, the ISS has yielded an enormous amount of scientific data  - and allowed manned spaceflight to progress through international co-operation.

The Horizons mission will give ESA another chance to share in this success  - while the appointment of another European commander acknowledges its long-term contribution to the project.

	10:03:30
	A-Roll ends
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	10:03:30
	Soundbites: Alexander Gerst, ESA Astronaut, Johnson Space Centre, EAC, Cologne, Germany, March 2018 [English]

	10:06:04
	Soundbite: Alexander Gerst, ESA Astronaut, Johnson Space Centre, Houston, Texas, USA, March 2018 [German]

	10:07:07
	GVs Alexander Gerst training at Johnson Space Centre, Houston, Texas, USA, March 2018

	10:09:46
	GVs Alexander Gerst training at Star City, near Moscow, Russia, January 2017 [Credit: ZDF]

	10:11:44
	GVs Alexander Gerst training at EAC, Cologne, Germany, March 2017

	10:12:44
	GVs pre-flight preparations at Star City, near Moscow, Russia, May 2018

	10:14:26
	End titles

	10:14:30
	B-Roll ends


