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	10h00'00”
	50th anniversary of Gagarin's flight

	
	 

	
	00:00 The launch of Vostok-1

	
	 

	
	

	10h00'10”
	VO  50 years ago, for the first time a man left the Earth and travelled into Space. Who was Yuri Gagarin, and how did he become the first man in Space?

	
	 

	
	VO  Born in Western Russia, Gagarin had always dreamed of becoming a pilot,  and after graduating from pilot school he volunteered for the Soviet space programme

	
	

	10h00'33”
	Gagarin's young years photos

	
	       Even as a young boy in Western Russia, Gagarin had always dreamed of becoming a pilot,  and after graduating from pilot school he volunteered for the Soviet space programme

	
	

	
	

	
	 

	10h00'43”
	SOT Alexey Leonov / Friend of Yuri Gagarin: "Yuri and me, we had a reputation for being light-headed pilots: we played sea battles during some lectures. (laughs) Clearly, we were very much alike in our nature...  Even now, whenever I close my eyes, I see his face - so Russian, so bright, his light brown hair, his big blue eyes shining like emeralds, and the smile, that immediate smile on his face".

	
	 

	10h01'22”
	Gagarin with his family, set-up Elena Gagarina

	
	 

	
	VO  Gagarin's friendliness and intelligence made him popular among his comrades even before his flight. He also was a great father, as his daughter Elena recalls.

	
	 

	10h01'33”
	SOT Elena Gagarina: "When home, my father was the same simple, charming, kind and cheerful man as he was known to other people. Whenever he could, he gave us all his time".

	
	 

	10h01'51”
	The Vostok program 

	
	 

	
	VO  The Soviet human spaceflight project - The Vostok programme - was an ambitious effort to confirm Soviet leadership in Space, first established with the launch of Sputnik just three years earlier.

	
	 

	10h02'03”
	SOT Valeriy Lubinskiy / Chief Scientist, RSC Energia /Vostok-1 Spacecraft Design Engineer: "They were not just important engineers and scientists - they were true visionaries who believed that the manned exploration of Space and planets was their ultimate goal, and they were eager to move in that direction".

	
	 

	10h02'27”
	Gagarin gets ready to his flight

	
	 

	
	VO  Although several launches had successfully carried animals in Space by that time, it was still unknown how a man would react to the weightlessness and isolation of a space flight.

	
	 

	
	

	
	

	10h02'39”
	SOT Alexey Leonov / Friend of Yuri Gagarin: "It's like dressing a man in a suit and shoving him into a blast furnace, saying - fear not, the suit will protect you. But nobody knows for sure if it will actually protect you or not. It's exactly the same thing here. "Don't worry, everything will be fine, we just don't know what exactly it will be - it's up to you to tell us when your return".

	
	 

	10h03'08”
	Gagarin's flight, his landing capsule

	
	 

	
	VO  The flight, that lasted only 108 minutes, proved that a space pilot could successfully operate the spacecraft, communicate with the mission control centre and take meals in orbit.

	
	 

	 10h03'20”
	SOT Valeriy Lubinskiy / Chief Scientist, RSC Energia /Vostok-1 Spacecraft Design Engineer: "He didn't get to actually pilot the spacecraft, although he had all necessary controls to conduct a manual descent and landing... in case the automation would have been unusable".

	
	 

	10h03'37”
	The triumphant return 

	
	 

	
	VO  Gagarin's historical flight made him famous all around the globe, opening the way for further manned missions. What it didn't change was Gagarin's personality.

	
	 

	10h03'49”
	SOT Yuri Gagarin / The first cosmonaut (must mention courtesy of RGANTD): "I should say I even feel somewhat uncomfortable in front of my friends that my flight lasted only an hour and forty-eight minutes. But this, of course, was only the beginning, only the first scouting of Space".

	
	 

	10h04'04”
	 First European astronauts missions on Soyuz

	
	 

	
	VO  Although Yuri Gagarin didn't live to make another flight, he left the legacy of the pioneering spirit, discovery and friendship that has shaped human spaceflight ever since. Dozens of cosmonauts and astronauts followed in Gagarin's footsteps to conduct ever more challenging orbital missions in the continuing human exploration of the Universe.

	
	 

	10h04'35”
	B-Roll

	
	 

	
	

	
	Available ESA video materials are not included in this B-ROLL - if needed you can retrieve them directly from videoarchive@esa.org quoting the reference "Gagarin Stock-Shots #00100448".

	
	 

	
	B-ROLL INTERVIEWS

	
	 

	10h04'44”
	ITW Elena Gagarina / General Director of Moscow Kremlin Museums / Daughter of Yuri Gagarin

	
	A1 VO russian / A2 English translation

	
	"Yuri Gagarin was born in a very simple peasant family. His parents worked on the collective farm and the family had four children. During the Second World war, there was an episode that Yuri often recalled: a Soviet pilot was shot down over their occupied village, and Yuri and other boys rescued the pilot and were hiding him from the Nazis, until a friend picked him up on another plane. This episode deeply influenced him, and ever since he really wanted to be a pilot, was eager to learn new devices and machines, and did everything to make that his dream has come true. So he enered he entered military flight training at a pilot's school and graduated with honors".

	
	

	
	 "The cosmonaut was selected from a great number of volunteers - three and a half thousand, i think,- all jet pilots. The top twenty passed initial training, then a group of six men was selected for the first division, and finaly the one - Yuri Gagarin - was chosen to make the first space flight".

	
	

	
	 "After his flight my father became more serious, more restrained in formal settings, but in inoficial context he always remained very friendly, happy to answer everyone's questions."

	
	

	
	

	10h06'31”
	ITW Valeriy Lubinskiy / Chief Scientist, RSC Energia /Vostok-1 Spacecraft Design Engineer

	
	

	
	  "All the people were truly, truly jubilant. In our design bureau we celebrated this joyfull event massively".

	
	

	10h06'50”
	ITW Alexey Leonov / Soviet cosmonaut / The first human to conduct a space walk / Friend of Yuri Gagarin

	
	

	
	 "I went out in the center of Moscow and found it full of crowds - all dancing, singing, laughing. I asked, what all the joy is about? Girls ran by saying: where have you been all this time? Gagarin returned from Space! And only then I realised the scale of what's happened. Until then it didn't seem extraordinary - it was just work for us".

	
	

	
	 "During my flight Yuri was watching and helping me. When our automatic landing system failed, that was Yuri Gagarin who called us and said: you're authorised to perform manual return, you know how to do it. Easy for him to say, when nobody had ever done that before!"

	
	

	10h07'48”
	ITV set up shots

	
	

	10h09'08”
	Gagarin's first flight archives illustrations

	
	

	10h14'31”
	END

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



