	Time code
	ESA Astronaut training in Houston

July 2015

Introduction

It’s a very busy year for ESA astronauts. Following Samantha Cristoforetti’s return to Earth on June 11th, two more members of ESA’s astronaut corps are scheduled to fly to the ISS later this year. Andreas Mogensen from Denmark will be launched in September, while Tim Peake from the UK is set to fly in December. Both astronauts have recently been at the Johnson Space Centre in Houston, Texas, as part of the intensive pre-flight training programme.
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(Exterior GVs NASA's Johnson Space Centre; GVs Tim Peake and Andreas Mogensen training in ISS module mock-up, Johnson Space Centre, Houston, USA, June 2015)

With separate flights to the International Space Station scheduled for later this year, ESA astronauts Tim Peake and Andreas Mogensen are coming to the end of a long process that has taken them to many places across the globe.

(GVs various ISS module mock-ups; GVs Tim Peake and Andreas Mogensen training in ISS module mock-up, Johnson Space Centre, Houston, USA, June 2015)

Recently, they’ve been training at NASA’s Johnson Space Centre in Houston – the iconic location from where the Apollo missions were managed. Using full-scale mock-ups of the various ISS modules, they’ve been through a process known as “familiarisation” - learning the layout and individual features of the station’s living and working spaces.

While Mogensen, who’ll be launched in September, will spend 10 days onboard the space station – as the first Dane in space - it’ll be Peake’s home for around six months. His long-duration mission will begin in December.

(GVs Tim Peake training in Virtual Reality Lab, Johnson Space Centre, Houston, USA, June 2015)

For these first-time astronauts, there’s been a constant flow of new information to commit to memory; and there’s no denying that it’s been a challenge.

Soundbite – Tim Peake, ESA Astronaut:

(underlay GVs Tim Peake module training at Johnson Space Centre, Houston, USA, June 2015)

“It is a huge task to try and remember everything, in fact when people ask me, ‘What’s one of the hardest things about being an astronaut?’  that’s probably it – retaining as much information as possible over this period where you’re preparing for your mission. But we do repeat a lot of the training so it gets really embedded. It’s a very well-oiled machine, this flow to launch, and I’m confident that by the time every astronaut flies you’re really ready to go, you’re prepared in every way.”

(GVs Andreas Mogensen emergency training, Johnson Space Centre, Houston, USA, June 2015)

In Houston, every astronaut goes through emergency training. They’ll need to be ready for every eventuality in the hostile environment of space. In the event of depressurisation or ammonia leaks,  procedures such as putting on a hood need to be second nature.

(GVs Andreas Mogensen fire drill training, Johnson Space Centre, Houston, USA, June 2015)

Fire drills are an opportunity to test reactions, and help crew members develop a good understanding of how to work together efficiently .

Although Mogensen’s mission will only last ten days from launch to landing, his training has been long and demanding. But he’s enjoyed it nonetheless...

Soundbite – Andreas Mogensen, ESA Astronaut:

(underlay GVs Andreas Mogensen emergency training at NASA's Johnson Space Centre, June 2015)

“It’s such a unique world to train for a mission...you get to have a lot of very interesting experiences during those six  years in preparation for your spaceflight. There’s a lot of pressure at the moment, because I’m only  two months away from launch, so all the training really now is getting much more focussed on the specifics, especially related to launch and landing, and on the actual activities that I’m going to be doing onboard the space station.

(GVs Tim Peake and Andreas Mogensen training at NASA's Johnson Space Centre, June 2015; GVs exterior NASA’s Johnson Space Centre)

Since their selection in 2009, each of ESA’s current astronauts has now been assigned a spaceflight mission.

Over the last six years they’ve discovered both the pros and cons of their unique job. But surely not one of them regrets their decision to take this opportunity, and do what the rest of us can only dream of.

                                   End of A-roll
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Soundbites: Andreas Mogensen, ESA astronaut [English]

Soundbites: Tim Peake, ESA astronaut [English]

GVs Tim Peake training in the Hyperbaric Chamber at NASA's Johnson Space Centre, Houston, Texas, USA, June 2015

GVs Tim Peake training in the Virtual Reality Lab at NASA's Johnson Space Centre, Houston, Texas, USA, June 2015

GVs Andreas Mogensen emergency training at NASA's Johnson Space Centre, Houston, Texas, USA, June 2015

GVs Tim Peake and Andreas Mogensen module training at NASA's Johnson Space Centre, Houston, Texas, USA, June 2015

Interior GVs NASA's Johnson Space Centre, Houston, Texas, USA, June 2015

Exterior GVs NASA's Johnson Space Centre, Houston, Texas, USA, June 2015
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