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	(Archive: ESA's new astronaut corps at the European Astronaut Centre, Colgne, Germany, September 2009 and at Kennedy Space Centre, Florida, USA, August 2009)

For a young Italian test pilot, the chance to join ESA's astronaut corps was a dream come true. But when Luca Parmitano was selected as the first of these new astronauts to fly into space, he knew that life would never be the same again.  

Soundbite – Luca Parmitano, ESA Astronaut

(Underlay GVs Luca ATV4 training at the European Astronaut Centre, Cologne, Germany, June 2012)

“I always wanted to be an astronaut, it's one of the first memories that I have. As a small kid I remember seeing the first images of the astronauts working on the space shuttles, floating about and doing their things, and I always thought that would be something challenging and cool. Of course, you know, it's one of those dreams that you keep in a drawer and then if you can you make it a project to get as close as you can, and then I had the privilege of actually having the chance to perform as an astronaut.”

(GVs Luca training at Johnson Space Centre, Houston, USA, September 2012)

To prepare for his upcoming mission to the International Space Station, Luca has trained in Europe, Japan, Canada, Russia, and the United States. At NASA's Johnson Space Centre, he's learned the intricacies of life in orbit using full-scale mock-ups of the station's modules.

Soundbite – Luca Parmitano, ESA Astronaut

(Underlay GVs Luca training at Johnson Space Centre, Houston, USA, September 2012)

“When I applied to become an astronaut, then when I thought about becoming an astronaut I was always hoping that there would be a lot of simulations and a lot of practical training before getting in orbit. Every time we train we find something new that we have not seen before and there is always something new to learn. And not only we learn from the training but even the training team and the operation people they also learn from our mistakes so it's a continuously changing environment, a continuously evolving process.”

(GVs Luca training at Star City, near Moscow, Russia, November 2012)

As well as becoming fluent in Russian, at Star City Luca has spent many hours inside a Soyuz simulator. Built for three crew members, this is the spacecraft which will carry him to the ISS.

As flight engineer, he's been trained to deal with every eventuality - a long and arduous process. But this can seem a small price to pay when your ambition is to live and work in space.

Soundbite – Luca Parmitano, ESA Astronaut:

(Underlay GVs Luca training at Star City, near Moscow, Russia, November 2012)

“I've been excited from the day that the European Space Agency came out with the selection...I've been living the dream, even the training is something that I will remember forever...the whole time I've just been very very lucky to have been able to enjoy this fantastic experience.”

(GVs Luca and crew signing ceremony at Star City, near Moscow, Russia, November 2012)

Now that he's fully trained for the mission ahead, Luca Parmitano's childhood dreams are about to become reality – as he begins the work of a European astronaut.

                                   End of A-roll
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Soundbites: Luca Parmitano, ESA astronaut at Johnson Space Centre, Houston, USA, September 2012 [English / Italian / French] 

Soundbites: Luca Parmitano, ESA astronaut at Star City, near Moscow, Russia, November 2012 [English / Italian / French]

GVs ESA astronaut Luca Parmitano ATV-4 training at the European Astronaut Centre, Cologne, Germany, June 2012

GVs ESA astronaut Luca Parmitano training in the Soyuz simulator at Star City near Moscow, Russia, November 2012

GVs ESA Astronaut Luca Parmitano training at Johnson Space Centre, Houston, USA, September 2012

Archive: ESA's new astronaut corps at the European Astronaut Centre, Cologne, Germany. September 2009
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